Primary health care: a clarification of the concept and the nursing role.
Various authors have noted that the terminology relating to 'community nursing', 'community health nursing' and 'public health nursing' have continued to change over the years, and that this has lead to a lack of conceptual clarity (Flynn 1988, Highrighter 1984, Sills & Goeppinger 1985). With the addition of the concept of primary health care (WHO-UNICEF 1978) there has been added confusion about the meaning of terminology used. This confusion contributes to uncertainty about nurses' practice role in primary health care. This paper explores the differing approaches to interpreting the meaning of primary health care and addresses itself to clarifying the community health nursing practice role in primary health care.